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DURING those dark win-
ter months of the ‘bleak 

midwinter’, when it seemed 
as though light and warmth 
were to be found only from 
our radiators and televisions, 
we were able to rest assured 
safe in the knowledge that 
Christmas was almost in 
sight, bringing with it the 
Light of the World. 
Now that we have packed 
away our Christmas trees and 
decorations, there is a real 
temptation to believe that the 
light which was born to us on 
Christmas day, has since dis-
appeared, that life has reverted 
to the way it was before, that 
darkness has returned. 
   Holy Mother Church, 
recognising this danger, as 
our loving mother, provides 
a beautiful reminder in the 
form of the Solemnity of the 
Epiphany on 6th of January 
each year. 
   This festival of light, which 
most memorably takes the 
form of a star in the night sky, 
upon seeing which, the Magi 
are inspired in their hearts to 
seek out the Great Light of 
Christ, and so follow faithfully 
and encounter in a manger the 
fulfilment of all their hopes 
and dreams; the Child Jesus 
waiting for them. As Fulton 
Sheen said: ‘Divinity is always 

where one least expects to 
find it.’
   Perhaps this liturgical pattern 
offered to us may serve as 
a guide in our daily lives, 
too, not just in these winter 
months, but in all seasons. 
   It is so often the case that 
we think and feel that our 
lives are lived in darkness, be 
it through our struggle with 
sin, doubts about our future, 
and, of course, temptation; so 
often the path ahead appears 
hidden. How can we move 
forward? But just as Christmas 
is followed by the Epiphany 
and Good Friday is followed 
by Easter Sunday, so too is our 
weakness followed by grace, 
as St Paul tells us ‘where sin 
increased, grace abounded all 
the more.’ 
   Remember, ‘Divinity is 

always where one least expects 
to find it.’ God never ceases 
to provide the graces we need 
to live the life he calls us to, 
as a loving father he does not 
abandon His children. What 
then does he ask of us in this 
relationship?
   At the end of the Christmas 
carol ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’ 
the narrator asks what she shall 
bring to the manger, to that 
encounter with the God who 
does not abandon us. 
She tells us:
‘What can I give Him,
Poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd
I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man
I would do my part;
Yet what I can I give Him:
Give my heart.’
   Herein we discover the 
secret. Give Him your heart! 
If we patiently endure all trials 
which come our way, trusting 
in the God who does not aban-
don, and asking for His grace, 
we will never be led astray, 
for as Blessed John Henry 
Newman said: ‘God knows me 
and calls me by my name.…
God has created me to do Him 
some definite service;  He has 
committed some work to me 
which He has not committed to 
another…Therefore I will trust 
Him.’

HOW will we say ‘yes’ to God in 2016? 
 By now, many of us will find that our 

lives haven’t changed that much and we 
only have vague memories of our New 
Year resolutions.
   The hope ushered in by the bells quick-
ly evaporates and we too often fall back 
into the same old habits.
   We celebrated the great feast of the 
Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God on 
January 1st. New Year’s Day has been 
the special day of Mary.
   The veneration of Our Lady is an 
aspect of our faith that few outside the 
Church fully understand. 
   Yet Mary is central to our Catholic faith 
experience. There is truly something 
beautiful about the bond we have with 
Mary. What makes her special, unique 
and blessed is the fact that she said yes 
to God. Mary said yes – a complete and 
unreserved yes to being the mother of 
our Savior. Saying yes to God in our 
lives and in our community – that’s the 
challenge for every Christian. This year, 
will that ‘yes’ involve the priesthood, 
diaconate or religious life? 
   Will that ‘yes’ include praying and 
working for vocations in our diocese? If it 
does, 2016 will truly be a blessed year!

Father John Morrison
Vocations Director

Paisley Diocese

BY JONATHAN   
        WHITWORTH

WELCOME... 
SAYING YES IN 2016

WE have brilliant contributions from 
our four seminarians – the young 

men from our diocese who are training 
for the priesthood in Rome.  Jonathan 
Whitworth writes about the hope of 
Christ amidst the January glum (see 
right) while Joe McGill presents his 
Rome Review in pictures (page 6). 
   Former DJ Ryan Black reveals what 
it’s like to work at Vatican Radio as well 
as the importance of using social media 
to spread the joy of the gospel (page 
7). Deacon Matthew Carlin explores 
the life of St Thomas Aquinas, a titan of 
theology in the Catholic Church (page 
8).    
   We also welcome contributions from 
a nun and a deacon – Anne Marie 
McLaughlin and Don Keane (pages 
4-5). 
   You can follow us on Twitter @
vocationpaisley and on Facebook by 
searching ‘Paisley Vocations’.

Matt Meade
Editor

NEW YEAR
NEW EDITION

To find out more about the priesthood contact Fr John Morrison 
on 01475 720223 or email johnmorrison1976@gmail.com
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My vocation journey
Being welcomed into the noviciate by my parents, family and friends.

With my uncle, Father John 
McFaul, in West Kilbride.

My first Holy 
Communion at 
St Bride’s, 
West Kil-
bride...the 
only one in my 
class! Right, 
a first year pupil 
at St Michael’s College in 
Kilwinning.

Entering Merrylee College in Glasgow dressed as a Bride of Christ.

Iam delighted to share these 
treasured photographs of 

my vocation journey. The 
Franciscans of the Immaculate 
Conception was like a breath 
of fresh air – and that is saying 
something, considering I was 
raised in West Kilbride and 
Saltcoats, Ayrshire. I was 
blown away by their charism of 
hospitality and love.
   After noviciate/training time I 
studied in London.   
   A few years later I found 
myself teaching in the east end 
of Glasgow right up to final 
profession (lifetime vows), then I 
was off to Pennsylvania, USA.
   Almost twenty years later – 
and with a vast experience of 
all things American – I returned 
home to Bonnie Scotland.
   Dublin’s fair city beckoned 
for me next. Maynooth, and a 
Post Gradraduate Chaplaincy 
qualification, led to three 
years as chaplain before 
being appointed director of 
chaplaincy for the St Andrews 
and Edinburgh diocese. Twelve 
years into the post a life-
changing experience made me 
what I am today.  
   I was rushed to hospital 
and remained in a coma for 
eight weeks followed by total 
paralysation and an extensive 
recovery. 
   Every day now is a bonus and 
a joy as I manage the little Ritiro 
(guest house of Saint Francis) 
next door to the convent in 
Greenock.   
   Over the past three years 
myriad families and individuals 
have found peace and solace 
from an often hectic life and 
most recently some migrants 
have been assisted on their 
journey to a better life.
   Becoming a Franciscan 
sister was the best and wisest 
decision of my life – surrounded 
by like-minded women of great 
strength and integrity, not 
seeking their own good but, as 
Francis did, living to rebuild the 
Church. In his wise words, let us 
continue ‘as up ’til now we have 
done nothing’.

Sr Anne Marie McLaughlin 
Order of St Francis

‘THE BEST 
DECISION
OF MY LIFE’
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Above, entering the 
noviciate at Merrylee.

Above, with sister Elizabeth Ann McGuire in Hol-
lidysburg, Pennsylvania. She was our first Ameri-
can sister and a teacher in the college where I was 
prinipal. Left, receiving my degree.

With Sister Louise, centre, at a vocations exhibi-
tion. She is now the Mother (General) Superior.

In Community Renovo, 
Pennsylvania.

In America with sisters Margaret McGrath and Elizabeth Ann McGuire, right. 

Some of you reading this will have some 
familiarity with deacons – because 

they’re in your own parish you’ve seen one 
or more of us at some diocesan event, or 
because one of us has been in your school.
There’s always been deacons in the Church 
– there were deacons before there were 
Priests!  
Over the history of the Church, however, the 
diaconate became an ‘order’ that a man was 
ordained to on his way to priesthood.     
   The Second Vatican Council decided 
to ‘restore’ the diaconate as an ordained 
ministry, open to suitable men who were not 
called to priesthood.   
   The Diocese of Paisley has eight such 
deacons just now, with a few other men in 
the formation process.
   Each of the diocese’s ‘permanent’ dea-
cons is married with children. Some of us 
are grandparents. Some are retired and 
some are still employed. I was a secondary 
school teacher of mathematics – but I’m all 
right now!
   What’s the difference between one of 
these eight ‘permanent’ deacons and a 
‘transitional’ deacon (a man who is going to 
be ordained to priesthood)? 
   There is no real difference – both are or-
dained to be deacons, and we do the same 
‘diaconal’ things.
   Deacons assist at the altar during Mass; 
we are empowered to proclaim the Gospel; 
we are empowered to preach. deacons also 
baptise, solemnise marriages and preside at 
funeral liturgies. 
   These empowerments are conferred at 
diaconal ordination, and we are called to 
these by God – any religious vocation is 
never the individual person’s personal life 
plan! Our diocese’s deacons minister to 
God’s people in so many different ways! 
Examples include bringing the Eucharist to 
the housebound and those in hospitals and 
nursing homes, assisting in school or prison 
chaplaincy and spiritual direction of St Vin-
cent de Paul conferences.
   In addition, my own particular ministry 
is as an official of the Church’s ‘Marriage 
Tribunal’. It involves the management of 
people’s applications to have a marriage 
declared invalid. I interview the partners 
to such a marriage, arrange to have their 
witnesses interviewed, assist in determining 
what might be the reasons for their mar-
riage being invalid, and present the case 
for judgement. When I was studying Canon 
Law I had no idea that I would ever be 
involved in this very important work in which 
the Church reaches out to people whose 
marriages have ‘ceased to function as a 
lived reality’ and who now wish to enter into 
a new marriage.  
Clearly, the Holy Spirit had this plan for 
me...what is His plan for you?

IN THE CHURCH
THE DEACON

What’s the role of a deacon in 
the Catholic Church? We asked 

Deacon Don Keane, of St Mary’s 
in Greenock to explain...

Deacon Don with wife Margaret and 
daughters Kathryn,left, and Jane Frances.
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ROME REVIEW
lAt The Scots College we have a Burns supper organised 
by the seminarians every year. It’s a very popular night with 
many of the other colleges and all round good fun! This was 

me and Bobby (St Andrews and Edinburgh Diocese) doing the 
address to the Haggis.

lThe Paisley group of students, including rector 
Fr Dan Fitzpatrick. This picture was taken on 
a college day out, or ‘gita’ to Subiaco, a 

town to the east of Rome, famous for its 
Benedictine Monastery. Both St Benedict 

and St Francis spent time there.

lThese are guys from my year at The Scots College, with two others from the English College at Villa Palazzola.

lThis is the Altar of Repose after the Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper on Holy Thursday, in Salamanca, Spain. 

lFor feast days at the college we try to ‘pull out all the stops’ for 
Mass. Here are some of the other seminarians and myself in our 

college soutanes, helping serve at the St Andrew’s Day Mass.

HOLY WEEK RETREAT

FEAST DAY MASS

ENGLISH PALS

BURNS’ NIGHT

DIOCESE LADS

Joe McGill, from Clarkston, 
shares some pictures of his 
time in Rome where he is 
studying for the priesthood at 
the Scots College.
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“Today the modern media, 
which are an essential part 
of life for young people in 
particular, can be both a 
help and a hindrance to 
communication…”

Welcome to the 21st 
century – the century 

of tweeting popes and the 
‘digital continent’. 
   Whether you think it is 
right or not, social media is 
quickly becoming a home 
for many people. 
   I deliberately don’t say 
‘young people’, because 
people from all genera-
tions are signing up for 
Facebook accounts and 
Twitter feeds. My parents 
have both, and more of 
our senior parishioners are 
logging on too.
  In a world that has em-
braced new media should 
the Catholic Church (and 
Catholics in general) ‘go 
where the people are’, or 
should She (and they) do 
nothing except wait for 
everyone to get bored with 
the internet and hope that 
it comes crashing down?
   It seems bizarre that 
someone would think that 

social media is no place 
for Catholics. Why is it 
such a bad thing to bring 
Christ to people where 
they are? At the Scots 
College here in Rome, 
students are expected 
to take part in a pastoral 
placement in the Eternal 
City. This can be anything 
from working in a soup 
kitchen to helping out in an 
RE class. Considering my 
background in commer-
cial radio before I entered 
seminary, I secured a 
placement at Vatican Ra-
dio (see panel, right).     
  Of course, social media 
and communication 
technology can only go so 
far – they will never be a 
substitute for the witness 

given by a man or woman 
who lives a life filled with 
the joy of the Gospel. But 
making a connection with 
people online can go a 
long way towards intro-
ducing – or reintroducing 
– them to the Church.
   at a local school. 
     
     Nothing is a substitute 
for a young man or woman 
encountering Christ in his 
or her own parish church, 
at Mass, in the Confes-
sional, or at Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament. 
Without a genuine rela-
tionship with Him, ‘faith 
life’ is not fruitful, and it 
won’t last. That being said, 
I believe that social media 
can serve as a platform of 
introduction. Throughout 
Her history, beginning with 
the Apostles, the Catholic 
Church has been about 
communicating Christ. 
We cannot be afraid to 
do this in every corner of 
our lives: at work, in our 
homes, and on the digital 
continent.

Twitter: @RyanJohnBlack 
Blog: www.scotinrome.

blogspot.it

faith
online

Ryan Black is a former radio DJ now training for the priesthood in Rome. 
He tells us how social media can help spread the joy of the gospel around the world

For a few hours every week, I help 
out in the English Section offices of 
Vatican Radio, sourcing news stories 
from Scotland and the UK and being 
involved in reporting these stories on 
social media. Recent years have seen 
a surge in Catholic social media. In our 
own diocese, Bishop John Keenan has 
a Facebook page and a Twitter feed (as 
does the youth office and the voca-
tions director), and many of our par-
ishes are building up an online pres-
ence too. The Scots College in Rome 
launched its Twitter account in Novem-
ber @ScotsCollegeIT

ON THE RADIO
IN THE VATICAN

- Pope Francis
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THE word 
“mediaeval” is 
often used as an 

insult, or at the very 
least as a description 
of something so out-
dated as to be irrele-
vant.  
   The middle-ages, 
though, were not 
as dark as is often 
thought. In fact, the 
twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries especially 
saw a massive flour-
ishing of culture and 
learning. The finishing 
touches were being put 
on the great Gothic 
cathedrals of Europe 
and universities were 
springing up around 
them. There were 
many great philoso-
phers and thinkers, 
many of whose ideas 
are still being studied 
today. The greatest of 
these, the undisputed 
heavyweight champi-
on of the world – at 

least in theology – was 
Thomas Aquinas. 

THOMAS was an 
intellectual pow-
er-house, though is 
usually thought of as 
a heavyweight in the 
literal sense too. Some 
say that he was so big 
his fellow Dominicans 
had to cut a section 
out of the dining-room 
table to accommodate 
his massive frame.
   Yet it doesn’t seem 
likely that he was 
especially chubby as 
in those days monks 
were obliged to walk 
everywhere, and for 
Thomas that meant all 
over Europe. 
   He was in great de-
mand as a teacher.  He 
died as he was setting 
out on yet another 
long journey – at the 
request of the Pope he 
was supposed to help 

at the Second Council 
of Lyon in 1274, but 
never made it. He was 
about 49 years old. 
   So what makes St 
Thomas so special?   
   Well, his important 
theological writings 
for a start. In his 
encyclical Fides et 
Ratio, Pope St John 
Paul II recalled that 
“the Church has been 
justified in consist-
ently proposing St 
Thomas a master of 
thought and a model 
of the right way to do 
theology.” 
   

THE right way to 
do theology can be 
summed up in a 
famous story about 
St Thomas. He had 
just finished writing 
a large section of his 
most famous work, the 
Summa Theologiae. 
This particular section 

was dedicated to the 
Eucharist. He had 
spent many months on 
it, had studied hard to 
write as best he could 
about one of the cen-
tral mysteries of our 
faith. He wasn’t very 
happy with the result, 
however. 
   St Thomas was ac-
knowledged as a great 
teacher and writer in 
his own lifetime, but 
was a very humble 
man.  He didn’t think 
that his work on the 
Eucharist was good 
enough, so he took up 
the pages while the 
ink on them wasn’t yet 
dry, and went to the 
chapel to pray. 
   There, he knelt 
before the Tabernacle 
and asked God for 
guidance. According 
to sworn testimony 
at the hearing for his 
canonization, one of 
the other monks heard 

a voice from the cru-
cifix in the chapel say 
to Thomas: “You have 
written well of me! 
What do you want as a 
reward?” 
   “Only yourself, 
Lord,” was his reply.

ST Thomas was a 
master of philosophy 
and theology, and 
so brought together 
rigorous logic and the 
Church’s doctrine on 
God, on the human 
soul and on the sacra-
ments.  As Pope Bene-
dict XVI commented, 
“in short, Thomas 
Aquinas showed there 
is a natural harmony 
between Christian 
faith and reason.” 
   For this and much 
more St Thomas is fit 
to be considered one 
of the greatest guiding 
lights the Church has 
ever had.

St Thomas Aquinas is the theology heavyweight champion of the world, writes Deacon Matthew Carlin
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Packing a Punch

One of the 
monks heard a 
voice from the 
crucifix say to 
Thomas: “You 
have written 
well of Me”
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